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Sevenoaks Summer Festival 
Minutes of the Twenty-Second Annual General Meeting  

held on Zoom on Thursday 23 November 2023 

 

Present:  

Committee: Ray Russell (RR), Audrey Franks (AF), John Levett (JL) 

Representatives: Linda Glennie (Sevenoaks Arts Club), Charles Hebert (Sevenoaks Music Club, 

Sevenoaks Symphony Orchestra), Tim Smith (Sevenoaks Ramblers), Roberta Ware (Frances 

Jones) 

 

Apologies: Tim Ewer, Jean Picton-Bentley, Lynn Short, Kay Thorne, Nick Thorne 

 

1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks 

RR welcomed everyone and thanked them for joining the meeting. It is pleasing to see familiar 

and unfamiliar faces. 

 

2. Minutes of the twentieth-first AGM held on 24 November 2022 were received and noted.  

 

3. Report & Accounts for 2023 

The report and accounts for 2023 were received and noted.  

No Festival was held in 2023 but a net loss of £254 was incurred as a result of other income and 

expenditure items. Reserves were £23,228 at the end of the year.  

We plan to stage a Festival in 2024 from Saturday 22 June to Sunday 7 July with the usual 

Festival Fair, Festival Flags, Grand Prize Draw and a sprinkling of professional/celebrity events, 

ending with the Finale at Sevenoaks School's Pamoja Hall on Sunday 7 July. 

We are open for applications to take part up to 29 February 2024. Once approved, they will 

appear on the website with a printed brochure being produced in April.  

RR asked for assistance with the work pre-Festival. 

 

4. To elect Honorary Officers for the current year  

In the absence of any further nominations, JL proposed that the present officers be re-elected 

en bloc; carried unanimously: RR – Chairman & Treasurer; AF – Secretary.  

 

5. To elect Ordinary Members of the Organising Committee  

In the absence of any further nominations, RR proposed that JL be re-elected an Ordinary 

Member of the Organising Committee - carried unanimously.  

RR recorded thanks to John Power, who will continue in his role of Volunteer Co-ordinator and to 

Kay Thorne, who will continue organising the Grand Prize Draw. 

 

6. To Appoint an Honorary Independent Examiner  

Proposed by RR, seconded by JL, all in favour, Richard Baxter was elected Honorary 

Independent Examiner for 2024. 
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7. Any Other Business  

a. Comments on Festival 2022 

None 

b. Discussion re 2024 and future years 

We are committed to holding a Festival in 2024 starting with Festival Fair Day on Saturday 22 

June, ending on Sunday 7 July with the Festival Finale. 

We have applied to Sevenoaks Town Council for a grant which will be discussed on Monday 27 

November. We will also apply to Richard Streatfeild for a grant from Kent County Council. 

The new website has been developed to provide a process whereby data from applications are 

automatically used to populate entries on the events page. The old brochure cost around £10k to 

design, print and distribute. A simplified version was produced in 2022 and a similar but enlarged 

version will be produced for 2024 and be available earlier than in 2022. 

The cost of applications for events will remain at the reduced rates introduced for 2022. 

Festival Fair will be simplified by not having a fixed stage for schools/youth/community music. 

Tim Smith expressed concern about the reduced exposure in the brochure in 2022. About 10 

walks are planned again and he hoped for greater exposure. He was reassured each walk would 

have an entry in 2024. 

Roberta Ware is delighted that Festival is returning and supported production of a hardcopy 

brochure.  

Linda Gennie asked about Social Media exposure. AF said SSF Facebook page has over 1k 

followers. 

Celebrity events aren’t yet confirmed but might include Steeleye Span, Emma Johnson and a talk 

from a cricketer. Further suggestions are welcome bearing in mind that any event needs to sell 

sufficient tickets to be financially viable. 

Future Festivals may be biennial rather than annual. This will be reviewed after Festival 2024. 

Concern was expressed about the small size of the committee – volunteers to join would be 

welcome. 

 c. Other 

Linda Glennie said that Sevenoaks Art Club would like to do two exhibitions on the Vine railings 

(which she will book) on the middle (29 June) and third (6 July) Saturdays of Festival. She also 

recommended inviting The Oast Theatre to take part. 

Roberta Ware recommended considering hire of the Bat & Ball Centre. 

 

The meeting closed at 20:38 


